Literary Club, Institute of Integrated & Honours Studies,
Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra

Organises
One Day Virtual International Workshop
on

October 11, 2022
Timing: 11:30 a.m.

Google Meet link to join the workshop
meet.google.com/hnm-wens-ezr

Concept Note:
Science Fiction, usually considered as a western literary genre, has its
origin in Indian languages too like Hindi, Bengali and Marathi. The
traditional forms of storytelling comprising folklore and myth have been
fused into Science Fiction narratives of India. The rich and diverse Indian
Science Fiction has reconstructed past(s) and imagined future
possibilities. Indian Science Fiction witnesses the spatial, geopolitical
interface between the Indian sensibility and the world outside along with
the growth of the nation in the terms of temporality. The conventional
elements of myth, religion, superstition and folklore have merged with the
motifs of Science Fiction like space travel, time travel, utopia, dystopia
having a range of postcolonial possibilities. Indian Women Writers of
Science Fiction have registered their distinct voices in envisioning futures
by reimagining the past. Indian Science Fiction writers attempt to
articulate truth of the hitherto hidden/discarded forms of knowledge and
focus on the reworking of mythic in connection to the scientific
undergoing “domestication of technology.” Science Fiction in India veers
around some significant themes like climate change, environment
concerns, posthuman capabilities, national/geopolitical structures of
consciousness, and employs tropes of Science Fiction storytelling. Dalit
speculative fiction has brought the concerns and issues of Dalit feminism
(“Dalit-futurist feminism”) to the forefront.

Within this framework, this workshop seeks to study the
growth and evolution of Science Fiction in India as a literary
genre and examine different forms by which Indian Science
Fiction narratives (re)construct possible future(s). How can
we tell stories by creating different and unusual worlds with
fantasy in Science Fiction? This workshop will address this
question and engage the undergraduate and postgraduate
students, scholars and the teachers in interactive sessions
enabling them to have a better understanding of Science
Fiction genre and its emerging trends. The objective of the
workshop is to provide a platform to the young students and
scholars to discuss and comprehend science fiction plots,
their narrative techniques and settings, the skill of merging
advanced technology, creating fantasy worlds, use of myths
and other allusions in Science Fiction, space adventures and
so on.

About Literary Club, IIHS
Literary Club of Institute of Integrated & Honours Studies is dedicated to
hone various skills of the students through critical thinking,
communication, creativity and team work. It focuses on developing public
speaking skill, skill based learning, collaborative learning, cooperative
learning,practical and integrated learning, social emotional learning skills,
creativity skills, curiosity and analytical skills of the students. It stimulates
the cognitive and creative skills of the students which evoke their
curiosity, develop critical thinking, problem solving and time management
skills and inspire them to be creative and innovative. Various activities
done in this club spark the inquisitiveness of the students and allow them
to think and explore and become a new generation of thinkers.
Literary Club organized poetry reading session on 21st August 2021 where
the members of the club and other students of the institute recited their
own poems. It also conducted a Creative Writing Workshop on 25th
January 2022 by engaging the students in learning the technicalities of
storytelling, aspects of narrative voices and haiku writing. In continuation
of this series of organizing workshops for educating students about
different aspects of creative and academic writing, Literary Club, IIHS is
going to organize this workshop on science fiction writing.

About the Guest of Honour
Prof. Pushpinder Syal
Prof. Pushpinder Syal, Former Directer, The Central Institute of Indian and Foreign
Languages, Lucknow and a retired Professor at Department of English and Cultural
Studies, has an outstanding teaching experience of more than four decades. She
has been guiding research and publishing in the area of Translation, Stylistics,
Linguistics and Language Teaching. Her translations of stories, novel and play from
Punjabi to English are immensely acclaimed. She edited a book Dialogue Across
Languages: Theory and Practice of Translation in India. She was a Commonwealth
Scholar, Australia India Council and Charles Wallace Scholar. She researched on and
taught African Literature also. She was the editor of prestigious journals like Dialog
and Language and Language Teaching. Her much celebrated book An Introduction to
Linguistics, Language, Grammar and Semantics is an exhaustive and definitive
guide to the basic concepts in linguistics. She has always been actively engaged in
many faculty development programmes. Her interactive teaching sessions with
students delve deep into the different aspects of modern linguistics, language style
and cultural studies. She co-edited a book entitled Cultural Studies in India. It deals
with contemporary debates and interpretations of post-colonial theory, subaltern
studies, Marxism and post-Marxism, nationalism and post-nationalism. She wrote a
book entitled Structure and Style in Commonwealth Literature focusing on the
works of Nissim Ezekiel, NGugi, Anita Desai, Soyinka and Salman Rushdie

About the Keynote Speaker

Dr Sami Ahmad Khan
writer
Dr Sami Ahmad Khan is a writer, academic and documentary producer.
He writes, researches, edits, translates and teaches Indian Science Fiction. He is the
recipient of a Fulbright grant (University of Iowa, USA), a Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Actions Fellowship (University of Oslo, Norway), and holds a PhD in Science Fiction
from Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. His future-war thriller Red Jihad
won two awards and his second (invasion) novel – Aliens in Delhi – garnered rave
reviews. His creative writings and critical essays have appeared in leading journals,
anthologies and magazines, his overview of Indian SF has been translated into
Czech, and his fiction has been the subject of formal academic research. Dr Sami
has taught at IIT-D, JNU, JGU and GGSIP University. He has published in leading
academic journals (Science Fiction Studies, The Journal of Popular Culture, Fafnir),
university presses (MIT Press, University of Wales Press), and trade imprints
(Gollancz, Hachette, Bloomsbury, Routledge, Rupa, Juggernaut, Niyogi) etc. His latest
book is the critically-acclaimed Star Warriors of the Modern Raj: Materiality,
Mythology and Technology of Indian Science Fiction (University of Wales Press,
2021), which was longlisted for the BSFA Award (non-fiction) 2021. Dr Sami is
presently a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Fellow at IKOS, University of Oslo,
Norway, where he runs the EU-funded project “The neoMONSTERS Within: The Others
in India's Science Fiction”. Dr Sami hosts a series of podcasts exploring the
divergent portrayals of monsters in contemporary India’s Science Fiction.

About the Resource Person
Dr Urvashi Kuhad
Assistant Professor
Dr Urvashi Kuhad is working as an Assistant Professor in the
Department of English at Ram Lal Anand College, University of Delhi, India. She holds a
Phd from University of Delhi and MPhil from Kurukshetra University. She was awarded
a Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant Fellowship (2010–11) to visit the
University of Texas at Austin, USA, where she served as a young ambassador to the
host country. She was also invited for a graduate teaching assistantship to the
University of Western Ontario, Canada in 2011–12. Dr Kuhad’s work has been published
in several national and international publications on the intersections of identity and
imagination. Her latest book Science Fiction and Indian Women Writers: Exploring
Radical Potential taps into the latest developments in Indian science fiction to
investigate its radical potential. It offers a critical analysis of the works of four
female Indian writers of science fiction: Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain, Manjula
Padmanabhan, Priya Sarukkai Chabria and Vandana Singh. The author considers not
only the evolution of science fiction writing in India, but also discusses the use of
innovations and unique themes including science fiction in different Indian
languages; the literary, political, and educational activism of the women writers; and
eco-feminism and the idea of cloning in writing, to argue that this genre could be
viewed as a vibrant representation of freedom of expression and radical literature.

For more information about this workshop
Please Contact
Workshop Coordinator

Dr (Ms) Jimmy Sharma
Assistant Professor (English)

IIHS, KUK
jimmysharma@kuk.ac.in
echoeswithin82@blogspot.com

